
CATALYZE SV 
 
September 17, 2017 
  
City of Santa Clara 
1500 Warburton Avenue  
Santa Clara, CA 95050  
Letter regarding project at 2230 El Camino Real 
 
Mayor Gillmor and Councilmembers of the City of Santa Clara, 
 
Catalyze SV has been closely following the proposed SummerHill Homes project at 2230 El 
Camino Real. 
 
The recent boom in commercial real estate and resulting job growth are straining our housing 
stock. Many commercial projects have been approved by this City Council. The proposed 
project helps Santa Clara meet its associated housing obligation and mitigate housing price 
increases. Demographics show a rapidly growing population of older residents who will be 
forced out of Santa Clara if they are not provided affordable places to live. 
 
We endorse the following decisions SummerHill made in its current proposal: a 100% senior 
housing project, the creation of a community room for members of the public, the pedestrian 
plaza and paths, and unbundling the second parking space of each unit. 
 
However, the proposal can and should go further as a transit-oriented design since many 
services nearby are walkable, many seniors do not drive or prefer not to drive and few seniors 
own multiple cars. 
 
We are disappointed to see the development not address the transit options nearby. There is 
frequent bus service along El Camino Real and additional connections at the Santa Clara 
Transit Center less than two miles away. AARP research indicates seniors drive less, own fewer 
cars and value proximity to transit services to maintain active public lives. Optimizing the 
proposal’s transportation features and reducing parking would also improve environmental 
sustainability, mitigate vehicular traffic impacts, reduce construction costs and lower the 
sale prices of units. 
 



In May 2017, we submitted a letter to you and the developer with 5 important changes to 
improve the project which have not been incorporated into the new proposal: 

1. Increase the project’s total number of housing units to address our housing crisis. 
2. Put some or all parking underground to maximize the number of units/stories that can be 

built and improve the pedestrian walking experience. 
3. Offer permanent transit passes (at least for residents who desire them) in order to 

encourage transit usage.  
4. Modify the proposal so all parking spaces are unbundled (i.e., there are separate fees 

for parking and rent). The purpose of unbundled parking is to reward seniors who give 
up personal vehicles or are "car-light”; encourage walking, biking, public transit and 
ridesharing; and provide parking (for a fee) only to those needing a car. As a “market 
rate” development, seniors demanding a car can clearly afford it; conversely, these 
apartments will become inherently more affordable to individuals without cars. 

5. Add sustainable features so the project has less impact on the environment. 
 
For the reasons above, we especially urge you, the City Council, to make suggestions 3 and 4 
conditions of your approval of the project. We also recommend against housing density 
reductions considering the significant pipeline of Council-approved commercial real estate. 
 
If you have any questions, concerns, or need further clarification on any of the above 
comments, please reach out to us.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Catalyze SV’s Advocacy Committee 
Kaitlin Bailey 
Mark Haney 
Adina Levin 

Sean McFeely 
Alex Shoor 
Kirk Vartan  
Asn Ndiaye 

 
About Catalyze SV 
Catalyze SV’s mission is to engage community members, developers and city leaders to 
envision and create sustainable, equitable and vibrant places for people in Silicon Valley. Our 
Community Engagement Committee encourages a more inclusive and collaborative community 
engagement process around new development. Our Advocacy Committee identifies, vets and 
leads advocacy efforts around, specific development projects.  


